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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the “Introduction to Resettlement” session. My name is XXX, and I will be your presenter.

Before we move forward with the presentation, here are a few House-Keeping rules to assist you participate fully in this session. (Review the House-Keeping Rules).

This session is intended to help you understand what is required to sponsor a refugee to Canada through Canada’s Private Sponsorship of Refugees’ Program (PSRP).

There is a lot of information to be covered in the presentation and its important to take notes for yourself. Please save all your questions to the end of the presentation or type them in the chat box.

The information presented is also available on Immigration Canada’s website.�


Agenda

o About ORAT
« ORAT Services and Policies
* Refugee Streams

e Other Immigration Options

» Refugee Determination Criteria
* Process Steps at ORAT
 Financial Requirements
 Conclusion

Attending this session is NOT a guarantee that your application will be accepted by ORAT.
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About ORAT

About ORAT

ORAT
Funding

 The Office for Refugees (ORAT) is a department of the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Toronto.

» Offices Located at 830 Bathurst Street, Toronto, Ontario
(Bloor & Bathurst intersection)

 We are not an NGO or government agency.

« How ORAT is funded?
« Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Toronto
« ShareLife
* Donor Support
* No Government Funding
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Presentation Notes
The Office for Refugees (ORAT) is a department of the Catholic Archdiocese of Toronto.
The Archdiocese of Toronto is a Sponsorship Agreement Holder (SAH); and ORAT administers the SAH agreement in compliance with IRCC requirements.
All SAHs are Incorporated organizations that have signed a formal sponsorship agreement with Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC), which enables it to sponsor refugees that it identifies/names. 
The Archdiocese of Toronto is not a government agency, or a Non-governmental organization
Most current SAHs are religious organizations, ethnocultural groups, or humanitarian organizations. SAHs may be local, regional or national, and assume overall responsibility for the management of sponsorships under their agreement. There are currently 138 SAHs across Canada.
A SAH can authorize CGs & Co-sponsors to sponsor under its agreement and provide support to the refugees. 
Each SAH sets its own criteria for recognizing and formalizing a partnership with an outside party (CG or co-sponsor) to share in the delivery of settlement assistance and support. 
The partner, CG or co-sponsor, is expected to sign the Sponsorship Undertaking and discharge the responsibilities that were agreed to in the settlement plan.
CGs and cosponsors are based in the sponsored refugee's expected community of settlement. 

ORAT’s office operations are donor supported through ShareLife. All funds come from individuals and private donors. 
Funds for refugee sponsorships, come from their sponsors or donors in the case of CGs. 
Newcomers do not receive government financial support in the Private Sponsorship Program during their period of sponsorship.


ORAT Services

» Facilitate Resettlement
« Advocate for Refugees
 Provide referrals to government service providers

» Networking with refugee serving organizations

e Selection Missions
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ORAT oversees the settlement of refugees that we have sponsored, ensuring that proper care and support is being provided to them in compliance with IRCC requirements; 
We partner with CGs & cosponsors within the Archdiocese of Toronto, to undertake this work.

ORAT Advocates for the strengthening of the Private Sponsorship of Refugees program by raising awareness in different forums and collaborate with other refugee serving agencies.

ORAT actively networks with government and other faith-based communities on refugee issues. For complicated refugee cases we are able to refer you to lawyers that we have worked with. 

Conduct mission trips to identify refugees who have no hope of being resettled; refugees selected are matched with a Church, funded through monies donated from parishioners.



ORAT Policies

* Services provided without discrimination

* Privacy of client information is maintained

 Transparency is required from clients
« Accountability
* One (1) case per cosponsor family*

 Every other year rule for cosponsors
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Presentation Notes
No discrimination: While our efforts are particularly focussed on assisting Christians, who by all accounts are the most persecuted religious community in the world, and whose plight has largely been ignored by UNHCR refugee resettlement efforts, we assist all who suffer as refugees, regardless of race, creed, colour, etc. 
You don’t have to be a Christian to use ORAT’s services or to be sponsored as a refugee.

ORAT’s services are free, except for a $525 admin filing fees. No one should charge you to access our services.  
�Confidentiality: ORAT follows privacy rule requirements.  Refugee’s information can’t be shared without their consent. We have confidentiality agreements with all volunteers and staff on disclosure of information. 
�Transparency: You will be aware of any work done by the Office for Refugees regarding your case and may ask for an update. We insist that cosponsor are truthful with us regarding the particulars of their case, and share all communication to and from IRCC

One case per cosponsor family; however, if there are vulnerability concerns, send email to the director to explain specific circumstances ORAT should be aware of to make a decision.
Cosponsors can sponsor every other year. This is to ensure sponsors adequately fulfill their responsibilities to their refugees, while avoiding the possibilities of refugees arriving within quick intervals. 


Refugee Streams

Inland/At Port Refugee

: / 5 Overseas Resettlement
Claimants

A claimant may initiate a refugee 1. Government Assisted Refugees (GAR)
claim by speaking to an officer  Joint Assistance Sponsorship (JAS)
from the Canada Border Services * Blended Visa Office Referral (BVOR)

ﬁ%?;lgé’e(scai%A%}g;eIgﬁ;gEa;trll(;ré,a 2. Private Sponsorship of Refugees (PSR)

(IRCC) at a port of entry (POE); * Sponsorship Agreement Holders (SAH)
or at an inland IRCC office (spots are required)
« Groups of 5 (G5)

« Community Sponsorship (CS)



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Inland refugee claims are heard at the Immigration and Refugee Board (IRB)�As Canada is signatory to the Geneva Convention, anyone who arrives to the shores of Canada can seek for protection.  An inland refugee claim is made when you land at the airport or arrive on Canadian soil. You ask Canada for protection
�Overseas Resettlement: 
Government Assisted Refugees (GARs): The Canadian government covers the costs of sponsorship and is responsible also for settling the refugees. Canada is one of 22 countries that resettles refugees under UNHCR referral program.�UNHCR Referrals: Refugees who want resettlement can go to UNHCR office to register to be considered.  ��Joint Assistance Sponsorship (JAS):  Joint Assistance Sponsorship refers to a joint undertaking by a sponsor group and Immigration Canada to sponsor vulnerable refugee/s with special needs who may need more support when settling in Canada.
Government covers the costs of sponsorship and offers additional support to refugees with high needs. JAS cases are very challenging where there is high medical need etc. Government provides the full financial cost. The commitment required is for 2 years. 
Sponsors provide newcomers with a sense of community, emotional, social and other supports that help to break the isolation of settling into a completely new country and often a new culture, alone.

BVOR (Blended Visa Office Referred): Is a shared-cost program between IRCC and sponsors to settle refugees identified by Immigration Canada. The BVOR commitment is for one year. The Canadian government provides up to 6 months of financial support through the Resettlement Assistance Program (RAP) while sponsors provide the remaining 6 months of support plus start-up costs

Private Sponsorship of Refugees Program (PSR): 
The PSR program is strictly for sponsoring refugees and persons in refugee-like situations.
Sponsors provide the refugees with financial and non-financial supports and are responsible for the refugee for a period of one year; the sponsor has legal responsibilities to ensure the refugee is supported during their first year of settlement in Canada.

Sponsorship Agreement Holders (SAHs): Incorporated organizations that have signed a formal sponsorship agreement with IRCC. Most current SAHs are religious organizations, ethnocultural groups, or humanitarian organizations. SAHs, which may be local, regional or national, assume overall responsibility for the management of sponsorships under their agreement. Organizations entering into a sponsorship agreement with IRCC generally submit several refugee sponsorships a year.

Groups of Five (G5): Five or more Canadian citizens or permanent residents, who are at least 18 years of age, live in the expected community of settlement and have collectively arranged for the sponsorship of a refugee living abroad. These individuals act as guarantors that the necessary support will be provided for the full duration of the sponsorship. The PA needs to have Refugee Status Determination (RSD) document from the UNHCR or host local government

Community Sponsors (CSs): Any organization, association or corporation located in the community where the refugees are expected to settle can make an organizational commitment to sponsor. CSs must undergo financial and settlement plan assessments by ROC-O each time they wish to sponsor. Like G5s, CSs must demonstrate that they are willing and able to commit funds toward the sponsorship in line with the levels established in the Sponsorship Cost Table 

Both G.5 and CS. Require that the PA have a Refugee Status Determination (RSD) document from the UNHCR or host local government

If your PA has an RSD document, we would strongly encourage you to apply through these two programs. Please note that currently both G5 & CS are temporarily paused by IRCC.



Other Immigration Options

Non-Refugee Methods

Refugee Methods

Express Entry
Provincial Nominee
Family Sponsorship
Caregivers
Health-Care Workers
Start-Up Visa
Self-Employed

* Groups of 5 (G5)
e Community Sponsors (CS):

Both streams require that the PA has a
Refugee Recognition Certificate

“Find out how to come to Canada”: Immigrate to Canada - Canada.ca
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Different ways to come to Canada
�These include Express Entry, Provincial Nominee, Family Sponsorship, Caregivers, Health-Care Workers, Start-Up Visa, Self-Employed Persons, and Students Visa.  

Refugee Methods include, SAHs like ORAT, Group of Five (G.5), and Community Sponsors (CS).
The Archdiocese is one of 141 different organizations that sponsor refugees. Maybe others will fit your expectations better, different faith or ethnic communities.
�How many refugees are accepted in the Canadian private sponsorship program per year? (around 16,000)
How many people migrating to Canada under non-refugee methods? (around 385,000)

If your PA meets any of the requirements of the Non-Refugee Methods, we encourage you to take advantage of these options, which will likely be less expensive and quicker to bring your relatives to Canada.

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate-canada.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate-canada.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate-canada.html

Who may be sponsored?

» A refugee is someone who has been forced to flee their country
of origin because of persecution, war or violence.

« Arefugee has a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of
race, religion, nationality, political opinion or membership in a
particular social group.

« Arefugee has a well-grounded fear that their life would be at
risk upon return to their country of origin, and who have no
durable solution in their country of asylum.

* For further information click on the following link: Private
sponsorship of refugees program - Canada.ca
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Who can be resettled? 
Persons who may qualify as refugees for Canada’s refugee and humanitarian resettlement program are grouped into 2 categories, or “classes”: Convention Refugees Abroad and Country of Asylum.
Who is a Refugee?
Any person who by reason of a well-founded fear of persecution because of race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group or political opinion, is outside each of their countries of nationality and is unable or, by reason of that fear, unwilling to avail themselves of the protection of each of those countries, or unwilling to return to that country; and is outside Canada, is seeking resettlement in Canada and does not have a prospect of another durable solution, within a reasonable period of time.

To be accepted for resettlement in Canada, the refugee must pass medical, security and admissibility checks. 

In addition, refugees will be assessed on their ability to establish successfully in Canada. The migration officer will consider whether the refugee has, relatives or a sponsor in Canada, the ability to speak, or learn to speak English or French, the potential for employment and resourcefulness.

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/guide-private-sponsorship-refugees-program/section-2.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/guide-private-sponsorship-refugees-program/section-2.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/guide-private-sponsorship-refugees-program/section-2.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/guide-private-sponsorship-refugees-program/section-2.html

Family Definition

Principal > The Principal Applicant (PA) meets the definition of a

Applicant refugee.

— Family members include the Principal Applicant and:
— » their spouse or common-law partner

* their dependent children

* their spouse or common-law partner’s dependent children

« dependent children of their dependent children (their
grandchildren), and

« dependent children of their spouse or common-law partner’s
dependent children (their spouse or common-law partner’s
grandchildren)

b ORAT
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Definition of family unit – emphasis on entire family members not selective members

The Sponsorship Undertaking must name all family members listed on the Application for Permanent Residence, whether they are accompanying the Principal Applicant to Canada or not. In some cases, family members may follow later under the provisions of the One Year Window program.

The sponsoring group is obliged to provide support to all family members listed on the undertaking, regardless of the timing of their arrival in Canada. The sponsor is responsible for supporting the non-accompanying family members under the same terms as in the original settlement plan, unless the principal applicant is now self-sufficient and able to provide adequately for their family members.
�


IRCC Criteria

Eligibility > ;I)‘?: felgl?gcé[;al Applicant (PA) meets the definition

Credibility > The PA’s story is truthful & credible, with
sufficient detail and is consistently told.

For your story, consult the “Guide to Building
Your Narrative” document.

. The PA does not pose a security or health risk to
Admissibility Canada
N > The PA demonstrates that they have the capacity
Adaptabtiity to integrate to Canada.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Eligibility: Refugee is outside and cannot return because of future threat of life.  No job is not one of the reasons to be resettled.

Admissibility [security, medical and criminality]: Even if the refugee is found to be eligible in terms of meeting a Canadian definition of refugee, they might not be found to be admissible for medical, criminal or security reasons.  �
** Take note that of 117 million displaced people worldwide (in 2025), 42.5 million are refugees and only less than 0.5 percent get resettled*��It is unlikely that a refugee would be refused on medical grounds now. For example, people with HIV/AIDS can come as refugees. However, if you have active tuberculosis (TB – after 6 months can come) or other communicable diseases must be treated before travelling to Canada. Only exception is a severe mental illness that puts themselves or others at risk. 
�Security clearance is still necessary.  Criminal.  No past criminal convictions and if they have then it has to be a long explanation.  No participation in army on high rank or high level.  Political involvement, designated government.  If you had privileges from a previous regime than you may be inadmissible.  Anything that poses risk on community, such as mental health.  If they have committed crimes against humanity.  Having been in an organization which is listed as terrorist organization [you are affiliated or made contribution to these organization], war crimes and goes against the goals of the UN. 

Adaptability: You will be able to contribute to the Canadian society and your skills can get you a job within one year. They have to be willing to work.

https://www.archtoronto.org/siteassets/media/offices--ministries/social-justice--outreach/office-for-refugees-orat/files/narrative-guide-generic-29-may-20.pdf
https://www.archtoronto.org/siteassets/media/offices--ministries/social-justice--outreach/office-for-refugees-orat/files/narrative-guide-generic-29-may-20.pdf

Process Steps at ORAT

1. Cosponsor attends mandatory “Introduction to Resettlement” Info Session

a) Sponsorship Cost Calculator: Use the Sponsorship Cost Calculator to calculate finances. Click
here.

b) Sponsorship of Multiple Cases: Cosponsors who wish to sponsor more than 1 case need to
send a request to the Director of ORAT at oratcases@archtoronto.org explaining the reason

why this request should be granted.

2. Cosponsor Submits Completed Forms from the Document Checklist to ORAT

a) Cosponsor to submit the completed Application forms to oratcases@archtoronto.org within 10
business days. Click here for Document Checklist.

b) Click here for tutorials on how to complete the forms.

W ORAT
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Attend “Introduction to Resettlement Info Session”
Cosponsor completes all IRCC forms.
ORAT has developed online Tutorials to assist cosponsors and the refugees in completing the required Immigration Canada forms. The tutorials provide a step-by-step process on how to complete the forms.
The forms are straight forward to complete, but you are free to secure the services of an immigration consultant or lawyer for a fees to complete the immigration forms for you. If you do, make sure the Immigration Consultant is registered and licensed by the government.

Cosponsor emails completed forms to ORAT Cases
Funds will be collected before case is signed by ORAT and submitted for processing to IRCC

ORAT requires a certified cheque or bank draft for the full amount of the sponsorship cost for each of the cases, when requested by the case assistant. This is done before ORAT starts working on the case.

A separate certified cheque or bank draft is required for the $250 filing fees.

Once the case has been submitted, we encourage you to register and attend other scheduled information sessions to assist you in your duty as the cosponsor.

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.archtoronto.org%2Fsiteassets%2Fmedia%2Foffices--ministries%2Fsocial-justice--outreach%2Foffice-for-refugees-orat%2Fformspdf%2Fsponsorship-cost-calculator.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:oratcases@archtoronto.org
mailto:oratcases@archtoronto.org
https://www.archtoronto.org/en/offices-and-ministries/social-justice--outreach/office-for-refugees-orat/home/tutorial/

Process Steps at ORAT .......... (cont’d)

3. Cosponsor Deposits Funds with ORAT: ORAT schedules an appointment with
the Cosponsor to deposit of the required funds

4. Case Review: ORAT undertakes case review and works with the Cosponsor
regarding any edits that need to be done.

5. Portal Access: Should Case Processing require you to enter data into the portal,
they will provide Cosponsors, PAs, and CG (where required) with Portal Access

a) Cosponsors, PAs and CGs (where needed) to input information from the Generic form
(IMMo0008) & Schedule A (IMM5669) form into the portal.

6. ORAT sign all required forms & uploads all remaining forms to the Portal

7. ORAT submits cases Immigration Canada (ROC-O)
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“‘35" Office for Refugees
N ¥ Archdiocese of Toronto


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Attend “Introduction to Resettlement Info Session”
Cosponsor completes all IRCC forms.
ORAT has developed online Tutorials to assist cosponsors and the refugees in completing the required Immigration Canada forms. The tutorials provide a step-by-step process on how to complete the forms.
The forms are straight forward to complete, but you are free to secure the services of an immigration consultant or lawyer for a fees to complete the immigration forms for you. If you do, make sure the Immigration Consultant is registered and licensed by the government.

Cosponsor emails completed forms to ORAT Cases
Funds will be collected before case is signed by ORAT and submitted for processing to IRCC

ORAT requires a certified cheque or bank draft for the full amount of the sponsorship cost for each of the cases, when requested by the case assistant. This is done before ORAT starts working on the case.

A separate certified cheque or bank draft is required for the $250 filing fees.

Once the case has been submitted, we encourage you to register and attend other scheduled information sessions to assist you in your duty as the cosponsor.


How to download the “Document Checklist”

1. Visit ORAT’s website at Important Note

www.orat.ca If the forms do not open on your internet
« 5 browser, please do the following:
2. Go to the "Forms” tab 1. Right click on the form;
3. Click on the “Document 2. Click “Save As” and save the document
. to your desktop/laptop; and
Checklist 3. Go to the saved file and open it using
Adobe Acrobat or any program that
opens PDF files.

4. Tutorials are included in the

Document Checklist

I
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Forms

ABOUT ORAT This page provides a list of the Office for Refugees forms, which are needed for private sponsorship applications:

RESETTLEMENT FAQ A.  Getting started

Document Checklist

2. Sponsor Assessment

TUTORIALS

3. Volunteer Kit for Constituent Group (CG) Members

INFORMATION SESSIONS 4. Settlement Plan

5. Memorandum of Understanding

RESOURCES ]
6. Generic Application Form for Canada
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Document Checklist (Sample)

Document Checklist

Important Notes

+ You must use the most current version of the Immigration (IMM) Forms, which can be accessed via the
links provided in this document or by visiting Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC)
website at: Application for Refugee Sponsorship - Canada.ca. From the drop-down list, please select
“Sponsorship Agreement Holder”.

s  Use the exact spelling of the cosponsor and refuges’s name as it appears on their passport (if available).

+ For instructions on downloading IRCC forms, please click here and view the “How to Download
Immigration Forms” tutorial.

+ Save all completed Immigration Forms and scanned documents on a USB flash drive. Additionally, email
them to yourself and your cosponsor/CG for safekeeping and to assist in preparing the refugee(s) for
their interview with the Visa Office.

s Our Case Processing team will review your application and may request revisions to your forms. Assuch,
always save a copy of the fillable/editable forms. If your working document is deleted and further
revisions are required, you will need to complete the forms again.

+ Every child age 22 or older must have a separate file, in which they are listed as a Principal Applicant.

o Please read the Guide for Convention Refusees and Humanitarian-Protected Persons Abroad
(IMM6ooo) and Guide 54173 - Sponsorship Agreement Holders to privately sponsor refugees. You may
consult IRCC’s website at: www.cic.ge.ca or the RSTP website at: www.rsip.ca (416.200.1700).

+ Complete all forms electronieally (typed). Handwritten forms will not be accepted.

+ To assist you with completing the required documents, we have included a link to a video tutorial for
each key document. Simply click on the link labeled “Tutorial” beside each form.

« Ensure all family members (i.e., spouse, dependent children) are included in the application, regardless
of their eurrent country of residence.

» Full Disclosure Requirement: Applicants must provide complete and honest information. Failure to
submit full disclosure at the time of application to ORAT will result in the closure of your case.

ORAT

Office for Refugees
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This document checklist outlines the steps and documents required to be completed by both CG/Cosponsor and PA. 



Funding Requirements

ORAT
Funding

)

Acceptable
Funds

Immigratio
Lawyers

>

The Archdiocese of Toronto demonstrates its deep commitment to

refugees by generously covering the entire operational expenses of
ORAT.

Aside from the $525 filing fee and the funds required by IRCC to
support the refugee during their 1st year of arrival to Canada,
ORAT (and its representatives) do not ask for additional monies to
be paid for processing a sponsorship application. No donation to
the church or to this Office is asked for or is required.

ORAT does not require cosponsors to obtain the services of an

Immigration Lawyer/ Licensed Immigration Consultant. If you
find it helpful, you may choose to secure the paid services of an
Immigration Lawyer/Consultant, but this is not required.
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Presentation Notes
Funds will be collected before case is signed by ORAT and submitted for processing to IRCC

ORAT requires a certified cheque or bank draft for the full amount of the sponsorship cost for each of the cases, when requested by the case assistant. This is done before ORAT starts working on the case.

A separate certified cheque or bank draft is required for the $525 filing fees.

Once the case has been submitted, we encourage you to register and attend other scheduled information sessions to assist you in your duty as the cosponsor.



Financial Liability: Cost Table & RAP

Family | Estimated Sponsorship Cost
Size Assumes a 3 Year Average Processing Time Between Submission and Arrival
1 $ 23,000 Dependent Adults: Due to ~3-year processing times, any unmarried child aged 15—21 when the
o $ 32,100 application is submitted will likely be classified by IRCC as a dependent adult (age 18+ at arrival).
Although included on the same form as the core family, dependent adults trigger a higher financial
3 $ 34,400 requirement:
6 « Base cost = number of non-dependent family members only
4 $ 36,700 « Plus, full additional adult amount for each dependent adult
5 $ 39,000 Example
Father, mother, child age 12, child age 18:
6 $ 41,700 « Base: family of 3 — $34,400
« 1 dependent adult — +$23,000
« Total required: $57,400 (not the family-of-4 rate of $36,700)
7 or more, for
each Seniors: When sponsoring a senior(s) (age 62 or older) you will be asked to deposit additional funds,
additional $1,500 in accordance with RAP policy.

member, add

Note: If, at or prior to the time of arrival, financial liabilities (RAP Rates) are higher than the
estimated figures presented herein, cosponsors will be required to deposit additional funds with the
Archdiocese of Toronto.

Please be aware that it is illegal to cover the financial liability with funds obtained from the refugees



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is an estimated amount of how much it costs, determined by IRCC, to take care of the living expenses of a refugee for one year. We need to ensure that the money is available in trust. 
The funds come from you the sponsor. 

If you do not now have the money or will not have the funds by the time you start completing the documents, please do not proceed to complete the forms until such time that you do have the money on hand.

*Read scenarios*
Adult dependents
Seniors


Covering Medical Needs for Refugees

« While newcomers to Canada receive health care coverage from federal and
provincial programs, like the Interim Federal Health Program (IFH) and the
Ontario Health Insurance Plan (OHIP), cosponsors are required to cover any
medical costs not covered by these government programs.

 Special attention should be paid to newcomers with critical health issues (e.g.
dental, vision, chronic diseases etc.).

* You may want to consider obtaining supplemental health insurance in
advance of your refugee's arrival to Canada.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are not incidental costs; they can be quite significant. 
Example: 
In the Diocese of Hamilton, a refugee with serious health problems was settled. The treatment cost for prescription medication was around $60,000. The sponsor was asked to cover for these expenses. Please be aware of any medical conditions of the refugee family you plan to sponsor.


Constituent Groups (CG)

Whatis a CG?

Why is a CG
required?

A CG is a group authorized by a SAH to sponsor refugees
under the Sponsorship Agreement. A CG consists of
volunteers (3-5 individuals) who form a refugee committee
and are usually associated with a faith group (e.g., Church)
or community group. Members volunteer their time and
resources necessary to undertake this work.

CGs provide assistance to cosponsor re: the logistical
elements of resettlement (e.g. housing, setting up a bank
account, arranging for a family doctor etc.)

To intervene when a sponsorship breakdown is inevitable.




Monitoring of Newcomers Monitoring

« IRCC monitors refugees to ensure that sponsors are fulfilling their financial and non-
financial responsibilities, including registration with a settlement agency (e.g., Catholic
Cross-Cultural Services (CCS), YMCA, etc.), and access to settlement services provided by
the agency.

* As part of monitoring efforts, IRCC pro-actively interviews newcomers. The monitoring
process is being done through email surveys and telephone calls (with translators).

* SAHs, CGs and cosponsors are not notified by IRCC unless a support gap has been
identified.

« All parties should take increased care to ensure that IRCC’s rules are being followed.
 Principal Applicants have the right to either accept or decline the interview.

« All settlement support is to be well documented. Avoid cash disbursements.

W‘;gg' Office for Refugees
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Conclusion

If the refugee, you are planning to sponsor is eligible for resettlement;

Then cosponsors are required to...
« Have 100% of the necessary funds to cover the cost of sponsorship;
* Be prepared to cover any medical costs that are not covered by IFH or
OHIP; and
« Complete all immigration forms in a timely manner.

Applications will be reviewed on a first-come, first-served basis.

I
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Presentation Notes
Deadlines are imposed on each CG to provide the required IRCC forms; some exception may apply (e.g. Eritrean Chaplaincy)



For more info....

 ORAT Newsletter (attendees to be included on mailing list)

» Facebook

* ORAT website: www.orat.ca

« Information Sessions: Click here to watch pre-recorded info
sessions

« Refugee Sponsorship Training Program (RSTP): Click here to

register for RSTP webinars
e Immigration Canada: www.cic.gc.ca

Bon | ORAT
¢/  Office for Refugees
»¥  Archdiocese of Toronto



https://www.archtoronto.org/en/offices-and-ministries/social-justice--outreach/office-for-refugees-orat/home/newsletters/
https://www.archtoronto.org/en/offices-and-ministries/social-justice--outreach/office-for-refugees-orat/home/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/ORAT-Office-for-Refugees-Archdiocese-of-Toronto-324051570821/
https://www.facebook.com/ORAT-Office-for-Refugees-Archdiocese-of-Toronto-324051570821/
http://www.orat.ca/
https://www.archtoronto.org/en/offices-and-ministries/social-justice--outreach/office-for-refugees-orat/home/information-sessions/
https://www.rstp.ca/en/training/webinars/
https://www.rstp.ca/en/training/webinars/
http://www.cic.gc.ca/
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